ia. 
Co- 
to- 


ae 
¥ 
~¥ 


XO 


ext 


Cy 
c 


are 








Nums. LXXxkix. 


The Prompter. 








PLANT of Cevestian SEED! if dropt below, 


Say in what mortal Soil thou deign’ ft to grow ? 


Pope’s Eth. 
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HERE are two Problems, (L 
call them Problems, becanfe 
their Truth, in the prefent Age, 
is very much queftion’d, tho’ in 
ancient Times they were receiv’d 
Maxims, among the wifeft of the 
Philofophers) viz. That VIRTUE 

1s KNOWLEDGE, AND Vice Ic- 

NORANCE. The Prompter, N° 69, is the firft of 
a Courfe of Papers, tending to eftablifh the Truth 
of the firft of thefe Problems. Thofe mark’d 70, 
ps 4, contain an Examination of fome previous 

ruths, neceflary to be illuftrated firft. The Num- 
bers 77 and 78, come nearer the Point, by a flow 
but gradual Progreffion.; and without going fo far as 

Demonftration, glance indirectly at that Truth. 

I sHALL in thisand my next Paper come clofe to 
the Point, and by the Help of one mordJpact, which 
Ifhall borrow out.of the Serene Eskyr-Haffox-Lun- 
threaghyn’s Collection, I hope, demonftrate the Truth 
of the firft of thefe Problems, viz. ‘That Virtue is 
ScrENcE, or KNOWLEDGE, that it emanes direcily 

rom the Divinity, and is independant of all arditrary 

Eftablihments of Right and Wrong whatfoever. 

THE Subject is treated in a Letter, containing a 
Recital of a Converfation between two Friends, 
concerning the Nature of Government, which the 
Letter-Writer was prefent at. He fays he chules 
rather to recite the Dialogue, that Method being 
preferable to any other, in Difputes of this kind, as 
fivine a more diftinét Idea of the Thing to be de- 
monitrated ; fince the Objections being ftated on one 
Side and anfwer’d by the other, in their full Exrent, the 
Decifion which the Judgment, on a clofe Examina- 
tion, makes, muft be clearer, fuller, and lefs liable 
to any kind of Fallacy ; and quotes the Example of 
Socrates, as corroborative of his own Opinion.—— 
He then goes on 

WE dined, Eunouss Philo, and myfelf, at———, 
and after Dinner, the Difcourfe having fhifted {e- 
veral ‘Times, fell at length on the SoclABLENEsS 
OF Man. Someattributed it to ovr natural Wants 
and Neceffities ; others, to Education. Some 
thought we were not naturally fociable, and that 
Civil Societies were contrary to Man's Nature. 
In a Word, to ufe an old Proverb, “4s many 
Men, as many Minds. You know my Sentiments 
On this Head fo well, that you will catily believe, 
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“T difagreed with them all. However, I faid no- 
7 thing. — The Difcourfe then turn’d on political 
“ Eftablifhments, and was for a long Time pretty 
. general. At length Eunous, having faid fomeching 
z feemingly flighting of political Eftablifhments, Pot: 
rs lo, who does not want Senl2 for his Age, but 
who has too much Fire, infifted upon his explain- 
* ing himfelt; which Exmors having done in fuch 3 
Mannez as tended to fhew, that Max's fociable 
: Nature, «as not owing to Education, nor mended 
“by Civil Society, but rather corrupted, and too of- 
7 ten attach’d fo wrong Objedts ; the Difpure grew 
clofer, and Philo cry’d out with Warmth — 


Dratocue between Eunous and Philo. 


Philo, 
THE N all political Eftablifhments are bad. 


Ez. Not fo neither. There isa great deal of 
Difference between faying, that political Eftablith- 
ments are not perfect; and faying, they are bad 
Things. I am fo much of the contrary Opinion,. 
that if they were worfe than they are I fhould ftill 
think them good in the Main. 

Ph. But if political Eftablithments dizsini’h, cor- 
rupt, ot agtach Man’s fociable Nature to wrong Ob- 
jects, they muft be BAD. 

Ex. And if, on the contrary, they cultivated, or 
improv’d it, they would, for the fame RB eafon, be geod, 

Ph, Certainly. 

Ez. Is not that the End of all political Eftablith- 
ments ? 

Ph. Yes. 

Ex. Then they are at the fame Time both zo0d 
and bad; which is impoflrble : So rhat the only Con- 
fequence you can draw from my Words, is, that ove 
Syftem of Government may not be fo good as another, 
without faying that Political Society is a bad thing ¢ 

Ph. Which then is the beft, and moit perfect Sy 
tem of Government ? 

Eu. That which has the feweff Laws, the Lefs 
of what is called Property, ot Meum and Tuum ; the 
Lefs, of Confanguinity, or Alliances: in a Wcrd, 
the fewe/# Re/ations of any kind whatloever. 

Ph. Then a Nation of Savages live in the mof 

orfect Syitem of Government. 

Ex. That is pufhing it too far, 


Ph. 














Ph. Not in the leaft; for in that which you call 
the moft perfect, there is not Room for any one fin- 
gle Virtue. If there are no Laws, how can one be. 
jut, fince Fuffice is nothing but the Obfervation of 
the Laws ? How avoid wronging another, if Property 
is not fettled by Law ? If thete is no fuch thing as 
Confanguinity, or Alliances, what becomes of paren- 
tal Love, filial Duty, conjugal Affection, Links that 
hold the Chainx of Society together ? If there are no 
other Degrees, of Relation, or Attachments, where 
fhall we find Friend/bip? All Virtue’s of a high Rank ! 
which your Syftem abolifhes quite. 

Ex. And if there were no Laws, fhould we not, 
by your own Confeffion, banifh out of Society, 
Injustice ; which, according to your Definition, is 
nothing but the Violation of Law ? Should we not 
prevent Robberies, and Murders,which, too often, ex- 
tream Want and Mifery occafion, and by that Means 
fave the Lives of a thoufand Wretches, if there was 
no fuch Thing as Property? If there was no 
Misataes, tould we ever hear Fathers complain 
of their Sons, or Sous of their Fathers ? Husbands, 
of their Wives, or Wives of their Husbands? And if, 
in a Word, there were no other Attachments, or 
Relations, between Man and Man, where fhould we 
find INGRATITUDE or TREACHERY ? At leaft, PAi- 
fo, I might, with equal Juftice, anfwer your Argu- 
ment, in this Manner ; for, (ina political Senfe only) 
which would be more advantageous to a State, to 
banifh from thence all the Evils of Society, even 
tho’ the Virtues fhould follow ; or to leave the Vir- 
tues in a State with the Vices, which the Paffioxs, or 
Prepoffeffions of Mankind, their Igzorance and Blind- 
xefi, hurry them into, almoft always again{t mental 
Conviction. In my Opinion, true Polity would chufe 
the firft, as more advantageous to Society, confider’d 
only upon the Footing of a political Eftablifhment. 
But without going to the Bottom of this at prefent; 
tell me, What is the End of Government? 

Ph. To make Mankind happy, virtuous, and juft. 

Ex. And Laws are calculated for this Purpofe ? 

Ph. Without Difpute. 

Ex. To obferve the Laws then, is to be HAPPY, 

Ph. To be fure. 

Ex. And viRTUOUS. 

Ph. The fame. 

Ex. And jusrT. 

Ph. Likewife. 

Ex. He then that is HAPPY, muft neceffarily at 
the fame Time be vinTuvovs and Just: And Hap- 
PINEss, VIRTUE, and JusTicz, are but ONE and 
the sAME Thing. P 

Ph. Mott truly. 

Eu. And all three, (or rather oNE now) founded 
on the Obfervation of the Laws ? 

Ph. On them. 

Ex. And is it not likewife for the Goop of Man, 
_ that he fhould be HApPPy ? 

Ph, Who doubts it ? 

Eu. Then Happinin_ess is his Goop, and of 
certain Inference, Man’s Goop, is VIRTUE and 
Jusrice. . 

Ph. It is a noble Truth. 

Ex. And, as Happiness, Vin TUE, and Justice, 
are founded on the Obfervation of the Laws, in 





like Manner Man’s Goon, muft be comprehended} 
the fame Thing. » 

PA. So it is: and it is common to cal] thofe Men 
good who keep the Laws; and thofe who violate 
them are ftigmatiz’d by the Name of Villains, wick. 
ed Wretches, UNHAPPY Creatures. 

Ex. But does Man feek his Goop, naturally, o- 
does he fly it? a 

Ph. What a Queftion! He feeks it, to be fure. 

Ex, And he knows wherein it confifts ? 

Ph. Perfecily well. ; 

Ex. But are there any unhappy Men in the Worlg> 

Ph. But too many! . | 

Ex. How happens this? We have already deter. 
mined, that the Happine/s of Man depends upon bis 
Obfervation of the*Laws ; which are calculated for 
that very Purpofe: We have likewife agreed, that i: 
is natural for Man to feek Happiness, and that the 
Path is chalk’d out for him, and he knows where jt 
lies; How comes it then, that there are any vy. 
HAPPy in the World ? 

Ph. Becaufe they violate thofe very Laws, which 
are calculated to make them HAPPY. 

Eu. But why do they violate them, if ’ris natural 
for Man to feek Happiness ; that the Laws contain 
that which will make him Happy ; and that he knows 
IT? It feems an Impoffibility that he fhould ever 
have an Inclination to violate them, fince that would 
be acting againit Nature, and chufing to be unHap- 
Py, rather than HAPPY. 

Ph, That’s true; but he flatrers himfelf that the 
Enjoyment of Txar for which he violates the Laws, 
will make him happier, than he would be if he 
ftritly obferv’d them. 

Eu. Then he places his Happiness beyond the 
Circum{cription of the Laws. 

Pb. But he ERRs, and is DECEIVED. 

Ex. Agreed. But who is it, that ERRs andis 
DECEIVED? 

Ps, I don’t underftand you. 

Ez. I mean, Is he not a Man, with juft the fame 
Faculties and Powers, that compofe the reft of the 
human Species ? 

Ph. Whom elfe are we {peaking of ? 

Ev. Good: And who are thofe that effabli/h the 
Laws, and determine thus, of Virtue, Harri 
NEss, Goon, JUsTICE? 

Ph, Why MEN likewite. 

Eu. Then, as Men, they ave as liable toeRRand 
be DECEIVED, in their Eftablifhment of Laws, and 
Determination of VIRTUE, &c. as that fingle Per- 
fon that violates the Laws, and determines otheraife 
than they of VinTUE, @c. . Number fignifies no- 
thing in the Cafe; Ten thoufand Men, are but fo 
many INDIvIDUALs, with not one Quality, orLigh 
NATURALLY fuperiour to that fingle Man, that ae- 
cides againft them. Which then is in the Right # 
Whe fhall be Fudge? The Legiflator and the Subjed, 
being equally MEN, are equally FALLIBLE ? 

Ph. Indeed I can’t tell. 


ry 
( To be continued. } 
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